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INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

This section does not attempt to trace the growth of the work that Sheila Masterton pioneered and led, but occasional snapshots are better than nothing at all.

Chapel’s Annual Report for 1993 (first printed Report)

This last year has been very challenging for those of us involved with the international young people. The opportunities are many and varied. The age range is wide, many are married, and a large proportion are postgraduates who are leaders in industry and education in their own lands. Each academic year seems to bring more and more overseas students, and since last September we have had over 200 young people from 41 different countries, come to one or other of our activities. No, not all attend on Sundays as many have had no previous connection with Christians. Ours is the privilege of sharing Christ's love. Our prayer is that many may find Christ and return as His ambassadors to their own lands.

Our activities include Saturday Fellowship once a month, with very varied opportunities for building up friendships. These evenings attract many non-Christians. A Bible Study group meets each Friday. This gives opportunity for leadership training for the more mature members and in a relaxed atmosphere younger Christians and non-Christians can ask their questions. On Tuesday mornings a small group of wives of students meets to study God's Word. For these it is usually the first opportunity of reading God's Word, and being able to ask questions.

A few Chapel members are now involved in teaching English on a one-to-one basis, and this gives wide scope for meaningful conversation. (Training in this area can be arranged for volunteers.) In April ‘93 we had our first Weekend Away' when around 60 of us went to the Youth Hostel at Loch Ard and this will be repeated again this April. This proved to be a very helpful time of fun and fellowship, as well as Bible study and question time. About one third were non-​Christians. Much visitation is done and this is greatly appreciated, but we do need more helpers if individual spiritual needs are to be met. The monthly student lunches have helped greatly in making the young people feel part of the Chapel family and assuring them of friends who care about them. The Committee are so grateful to hosts/ hostesses.

The Lord has placed a mission field on our doorstep – yes, inside our walls. May we be enabled as a Chapel family to take the opportunities that He is giving us to show His love and draw man, to Him.
Sheila Masterton
The Record ran a series on ‘How the Chapel functions’; this for July 1994.

‘International Fellowship’ is a group within the Chapel that endeavours to meet some of the needs of those away from home. Everyone is welcome but it tends to be the meeting place of many students from abroad who are studying in Edinburgh, and also others who are working here for a short time. Recently we have noticed an increase in wives and families of post-graduate students and this has afforded new opportunities. The planning and organising of the various events is done by a small committee who have a real interest in meeting this need. The committee is composed of Sheila Masterton, Mark Burrows, Elaine Dawson, Stephen Fong, Nelson Yiu and Dave Dennis although Elaine will be relinquishing her position when she goes off to All Nations Bible College in September 1994.

The Committee meets regularly every month – usually on the first Tuesday – when we spend time in planning and praying for the current and future activities, as well as remembering the particular needs of many of the people we have contact with. Every second Saturday of the month we have a planned event. Usually in winter it is held in the Lounge, while in the warmer (sometimes!) time of the year, we have a day trip away, a picnic, a walk or something similar. In addition we hold a Bible Study every Friday evening in the home of Sheila Masterton when about 20 young people attend.

The wives of overseas students also have the opportunity of joining with "Mothers and Others" on a Tuesday and having a time of Bible Study. Many of the wives have little knowledge of English and are keen to learn as much as they can of our language. There is also the opportunity for individual tuition in English and further details can be obtained from Chrissie Harrison.

We try to visit as many of our contacts as frequently as we can, but often find that this opportunity is lacking in support. If you would like to help in this area – maybe one evening a month – please get in touch with Sheila Masterton.

Last year we had a weekend away at Loch Ard and the event was so much appreciated by all who attended, that we repeated the experience this year. A full report appeared in the June Record.

Christmas is a busy time for all of us – but for those away from home in a strange country in can be quite daunting. All of our contacts have the opportunity of joining us for many of the events of that season – Carol Singing as a group prior to Christmas, Christmas Lunch with a family, Christmas Services and a Christmas Party. All in all pretty hectic, but most enjoyable. While the details of the activities are organised by the committee, it really only works because many people within the fellowship of the Chapel combine to make it work – not for their own ends but for the Glory of God.

Thanks are due to all those who pray regularly for the events and for particular individuals, and also to those who show friendship in so many different ways. All needed and much appreciated.

(There has been a full report in the printed Annual Reports every year since 1993, and continuing.)

